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Set on 110 Acres of Farmland One Hour Northwest of Boston, Groton Hill Music
Center Offers Extraordinary Music Experiences Infused with Rural Beauty

Groton Hill’s World-Class 1000-seat Concert Hall Opens in January.

Groton, MA, December 2, 2022 – Rising from a former apple orchard in historic Groton, MA,
about 40 miles northwest of Boston, Groton Hill Music Center is a new destination for music
lovers throughout New England and beyond. The music center – a sculpture in timber and stone
– includes two world-class concert halls, a 35-studio music school, a multipurpose ensemble
rehearsal/event space, and accompanying dining space. Infused with the rural beauty of its
Nashoba Valley setting, it offers a uniquely uplifting and intimate concert experience of some of
the world’s most outstanding performing artists and an inspiring music education experience
accessible to aspiring musicians and music lovers of all ages.

This 126,000-square-foot “love letter to sound,” run by a 37 year-old non-profit, opened the
doors to its state-of-the-art 1500-student school in Groton in September. In October, Groton Hill
christened the intimate 300-seat Meadow Hall with concerts by a chamber ensemble from its
own professional Vista Philharmonic Orchestra and Brian O’Donovan’s Celtic Roots and
Branches. It has since hosted Grammy winners Watkins Family Hour and Michael Cleveland
and Flamekeeper, jazz vocalist Catherine Russell, and jazz guitar legend Bill Frisell, and others.

“We are thrilled to have the opportunity to bring nationally-acclaimed artists to our new spaces,
which are as acoustically alive and intimate as they are beautiful,” said Pete Robbins, Director
of Education and Performance Programming at Groton Hill. “We now are able to attract more
award-winning or influential artists with performing spaces that make concerts as much a
pleasure to play as they are a pleasure to attend.”

A World-Class Venue in a New England Apple Orchard
Positioned about an hour northwest of Boston, Groton Hill Music Center is poised to become a
destination for some of the top acts in classical, jazz, bluegrass, pop, country, global music, and
more, giving music lovers throughout central and eastern Massachusetts and southern New
Hampshire city-level music experiences without an extended drive or the hassle and expense of
parking in the city. With local inns, hotels, and farm-to-table restaurants within minutes of the
center, Groton Hill is already attracting out-of-towners to enjoy award-winning artists and the
charms of historic Groton.

https://www.grotonhill.org
https://grotonhill.org/orchestra/
https://grotonhill.org/tickets/


“Music lovers from across New England will have a new place to enjoy high quality musical
experiences for which they would previously have had to drive – and park – in Boston and other
cities,” said Lisa Fiorentino, CEO of Groton Hill Music Center. Along with local restaurants,
Groton Hill has its own dining space on the premises, to be open during certain concerts. Ticket
buyers will have the option to reserve a prix fixe meal along with their concert ticket.

“We are thrilled to be at the helm of bringing extraordinary artistic experiences and music
education for all ages to our region and to have a part in introducing our area as an attractive
destination for our region and beyond,” Fiorentino said.

The Concert Hall - Opening January 21, 2023
The 1000-seat Concert Hall at Groton Hill is set to open January 21 with the inaugural concert
of the Vista Philharmonic Orchestra. Designed by Epstein Joslin Architects of Cambridge, MA
(Shalin-Liu Performance Center, Rockport, MA,The Conrad Prebys Performance Center, La
Jolla, CA) with acoustic design by Threshold Acoustics of Chicago (Verizon Hall at Kimmel
Center, Philadelphia, PA; Ronald O. Perelman Center for the Performing Arts, New York City,
NY) the Concert Hall boasts all of the features of some of the world’s great halls but with a far
more intimate experience between patron and performer due to its modest seating capacity and
more centralized full sized orchestra stage.

“When you get to the last row and check the seat label, you still haven’t completed the alphabet
– an expression of how close every seat is to the stage,” said architect Alan Joslin. “The
audience feels almost as though they are sharing the stage with the orchestra or the band, no
matter where they are positioned. You cannot get this experience anywhere else.”

To play to the broadest of range of musical genres the hall has been equipped with a range of
mechanical and audio/visual media technology features, including

● An upstage wall that is both ornamental and a projection screen for video art work that
can accompany stage performances

● A full height speaker array behind the upstage “scrim” projection wall that amplifies an
electronic organ, matching the majesty of a full sized concert hall pipe organ

● Adjustable acoustic features above the stage and around the room that modify the room
acoustics based upon the type and size of performance group.

Visually the hall holds a uniqueness in its sculptural use of timber and stone – a rustic ambiance
that harkens to the materials and spirit of its rural setting. Yet it is carefully shaped for the ear to
feel acoustic warmth and reverberance and for the eye to enjoy an accompanying visual
lyricism.

With flanking windows, clerestories and sky lighting, the hall is also designed to engage the
surrounding environment in a manner that enhances the audience experience. Enormous
sliding doors at the rear of the hall open onto outdoor lawn seating for another 1000+ guests in
the summer months, evoking comparisons to Ozawa Hall at Tanglewood. “The resulting

https://grotonhill.org/about-us/facility/
https://www.epsteinjoslin.com/
https://www.thresholdacoustics.com/performing-arts


blending of performance and natural setting is meant to give the audience an experience like no
other. Thus offering a beloved destination,” said Joslin.

When approached to build the hall, Joslin and acoustician Carl Giegold, who have collaborated
on projects for over 30 years (Ozawa Hall at Tanglewood, MA; Strathmore Hall, Bethesda, MD;
Symphony Hall, Boston, MA) were asked to build a space that dignifies the artists on stage with
acoustic design that supports their ability to experience their music exactly as they intend, and
to play dynamically with ease and fullness of expression.

“That can only happen if they are given a space that treats their efforts effectively,” said Joslin.
“Here, the finest musician could be on that stage and feel grateful that they have an
environment that allows them to deliver their craft to the audience just the way they want their
audience to experience it, both acoustic and amplified.”

“The hall is a place without limit of artistic exploration – it’s a home for country music as much as
Beethoven or Berlioz,” said acoustician Carl Giegold. “Groton Hill Music wanted a place of
welcome, warmth, and comfort with acoustics that invite exploration and expression. We hope
every guest and artist will feel this sense of warmth and belonging – as we do – every time they
walk through the doors. This project is a culmination of a design dialogue that has been going
on for decades.”

Joslin added, “As such, the needs of the acoustics are set in the bones of the architecture, and
nothing is superfluous to that agenda.”

Groton Hill Music Center: More than Concerts
Along with concerts, Groton Hill houses the premier music school in the region, with 1500
students studying 30+ instruments and voice through private lessons, group classes for all ages
and abilities, and ensembles like the regional Groton Hill Youth Orchestra, Groton Hill Big Band,
Flute Orchestra of Groton Hill, Groton Hill Youth Choruses or the Groton Hill Youth Wind
Ensemble.

Access to music is central to the mission of the nonprofit organization, which provides generous
need-based scholarships and serves area public schools and Boys and Girls Clubs with free
supplemental in-school and after-school music education programs. A hospice choir, the
Threshold Singers of Groton Hill, brings soothing vocal music to the bedsides of the terminally
ill, comforting the individuals and their families in their most vulnerable moments. Senior citizens
are welcomed to free lunchtime concerts at the center, a program popular with residents of local
assisted living facilities who look forward to the bi-monthly outings that feature uplifting classical,
jazz, and vocal performances.

The concert season in Meadow Hall features concerts by GRAMMY winners Lori McKenna,
Bill Frisell, Catherine Russell, Dan Tyminski, Michael Cleveland, and others. Opening night
in the Concert Hall is January 21, featuring the inaugural concert of the Vista Philharmonic
Orchestra. The Concert Hall season continues with performances by jazz artists Danilo

https://grotonhill.org/school/
https://grotonhill.org/community-engagement/


Pérez’s Global Messengers and Matthew Whitaker Quintet, Boston’s iconic Handel and
Haydn Society, innovative classical ensemble A Far Cry, and acclaimed pianist Yefim
Bronfman, traditional luminaries Alaisdair Fraser & Natalie Haas, Maeve Gilchrist, Kittel &
Co, and more. Learn more and purchase tickets at grotonhill.org.

More About Groton Hill Music Center
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